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Important Dates

Sheb’al Peh

Order deadline for

The New V’Dibarta Bam Talmud Skills Program Early Bird

After much input from all of you, and after much research and graphic trials, we are
proud to present to you the new V’Dibarta Bam Talmud Skills Program. You told us that
the format had to be simplified, made more child friendly, and the skills had to be
compacted and organized for easier consumption. You told us that the book needed to
look more the part of a Talmud Skills Program, and still reflect the environment and fla-

vor of the Amoraic period.

Well, we've done it! On the following two pages, please find a few sample pages from the
new book, and see for yourselves - the new V’Dibarta Bam is just delightful. It is designed
for use in 6™ or 7™ grade, depending on the population. Here are just a few of the

innovations in V'Dibarta Bam, version 2:

The V'Dibarta Bam Student Book is free-standing - it can be used in the context of les-

sons in class, but it can just as easily be used for independent or chevruta learning!
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The New V’Dibarta Bam, continued
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Pathways in Torah- Pathways in Torah—For High Schools and Adults

Torah Sheb’al Peh

High schools and adults - your program is here! Pathways in Torah is

Five Series

up and at ‘em. Thanks to a generous funding grant by the American
Hebrew Academy, and the fantastic work of R’ Shalom Y’hudah

1.Introductory

Skills Hayman, we are proud to present this five part, 35 booklet series on
Torah Sheb’al Peh for mature students. This series does not play

2. Skills for around - it cuts right to the quick and moves you along to independ-

Mishnah ence in learning. Contact Rachel Ben David at

rbendavid@bonayich.com for purchase information.

3. Skills for Torat

Coming soon - booklet series on Aggadah and Midrash, Jewish

HaTannaim Thought and Faith, Tanach and other topics. A whole library of skills
. ‘ . .

4. Skills for Torat booklets will be available for the serious, mature learner. Enjoy!

Ha’Amoraim

Below is an inside view of one of the Pathways booklets. As of this summer

5. Skills for Shakla all 35 booklets are available for purchase either together or by monthly

V’Tarya subscription

From Unit 1.4: Cantillation Marks and their Significance

Clear markings of section divisions and numbering of sources for easy reference.

[J The Source of the Cantillation Marks

After learning the types of the cantillafion marks, and their various purposes, we will now
clarify the source of the marks. From where were these marks derived?

We will learn two opinions about this among the Sages of Isroel.

Talmud Basli, Massechet N'darim, page 37
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Relating to thig'discussion in the Talmud, several early Sages made the following remarks:

Machazor Vitr®, Section 120
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Identification of sources and their significance.

‘What is the question that was sent fo Rabbi Simchah from Vitri?

1 Thi cyerbook with halach prayer. written by from Vi, 4 sadent of Rashi, He lived in
France, and died in the Jewish year 4365

B Contillaion Marks and their Significance - Unit #1.4
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Full translations of sources

Source Translations

Sources #1- #3 are to be leamedd in their original test, since the point of their study here is
the placement of the cantillation marks on the original Hebrew text.

Source
Talmud Bavli, Massechel N'darim, Bge 37h
Rav Tkka bar Avin said in the mame of Rav Chananel who said in the mame of Rav:
What is the meaning of what is written: {Nechemiah 8):
“And they read from the book of the law of God, interpreted. explained, and they caused
them to understand the Mikea™?
“And they read from the book of the law of God”™ - this means Mikra.
“Interpreted” — this means Targum (translation).
“Explained” - these are the individual verses,
.. caused them 10 understand the Mikra® ~ this means the cantillation marks.

Source ¥
Machanr Nrl, Fragraph 120
Regarding your questions about vocalization of a Sefer Toral
The Torah given to Moshe at Sinai was not vocalized,
because it was the Sages that instructed us to mark the text,
and we may not add to the Torah anything of our own, lest
we transgress the prohibition of “bal tosif™ - not to add 1o Torah.
Therefore, we do not vocalize the Sefer Torah
And even though the division into verses, the cantillation marks and the melodic inflection
were given from Sinai on tradition,
as it is written: (Nechemiah 3) “v'sum sechel” ete. -
That was as oral tradition. and not with the markings in the book.

Full answers to all questions in a special answer booklet with each unit!

24, Inverse 13, the tTisha k'tana together with the kadma v'azla affer it, togather with the
shalshelet at the beginning of verse 16, create the feeling that Lot is hesitating in his
departure from the cifies, and that he was really not so happy to leave. In distinction fo
Lot, the messengers are pushing him to hurry up, since the destruction is imminent, and
if he doesn’t run he may perish with the cities. These marks give us a live rendition of
what's geing on.

25 The words “131 771 o1 nert b2i” are oll verbs, The confillafion marks used here give us
a feeling of quick rhythm, without hesitations with marks with a long melody. This is an
expression of the coarse behaviors of Esav, as he framples anything in his path without
regard or sensifivily. Coarse ealing, drinking, then getfing up and leaving without
regard for the values of the first bom rights he has sold.

26 Yes, from the verse in Mechemich we learn that the cantillation marks are from the
Torah, from Sinai,

27. They asked him if it is permitied to vocalize o Sefer Torah, or perhaps it must be Inlll
witheut vocalizafi

28.  In his opinion, the marks are from Sinai.
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V'Shinantam Smart Board and Computer Interactive Materials
Now Available!

In response to the many requests of teachers around the world for Smart Board Materials for
V'Shinantam - here they are. With the assistance of P.I.L - Playing Is Learning, Incorporated
- Smart Board units for all Skills Lessons have been developed, and Smart Board units for
Berachot and Moadim units are under development and should be ready for the coming
year. Here are a couple of sample screens:
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If you would like to learn more about Playing is Learning, please be in touch with them at

p-i-1201 1@hotmail.com.

In addition, we at Bonayich are aware that more and more schools are moving to paper-free,
printed-book-free environments, and are looking for digital, interactive books instead. We are
now working on V'Shinantam editions in this format, and hope to have news soon about
their availability. These digital V’Shinantam editions will be interactive, students will answer
their questions directly by writing their answers on the screen and many pages will include live
hyperlinks to internet and other references for additional challenges for advanced students. In
addition students will be able to automatically send pages of their work to their teachers
through email and receive from their teachers corrected pages without any intermediary stages
of paperwork. These editions will be significantly less expensive than their printed counter-
parts. Stay tuned for more information- we will bring an update on this exciting develop-
ment in our next newsletter. Please let us know if your school is interested in moving in this
direction.
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You have all asked me what my wife Shoshana does! Well, we’ve hidden her long enough - it’s time for
you all to say hello to the strong side of the family! Shoshana is one of Israel’s leading experts on parenting
and teaching skills, and we’ve decided to share with you her Torah about “Attachment Teaching.” We’'ll

append an article to each newsletter from now on - they are terrific, let me tell you!

Education From the Heart—by Shoshana Hayman

When schools are focused exclusively on the confines of meeting curriculum requirements and assessing students’
achievements only in light of such requirements, children are often put under too much stress. If you add to the equa-
tion any problems a child might be experiencing at home or a situation where the child is already bored and uninter-
ested in learning, you have a recipe for failure. Such circumstances can destroy the natural processes that contribute
to the child’s development of curiosity and love for learning, as well as his desire to aspire and achieve. This is just as

true for teens in high school as it is for children in elementary school.

The way the teacher relates to her student should send a signal to the child’s brain that it can rest from trying to se-
cure a safe place for the child. In other words, before a child is free to explore and learn, he must first be in the right
relationship with his teacher. When a teacher is warm, calm, and can connect easily with her student on an emotional
level, positive brain chemicals and hormones are activated in the child’s brain that keep the child feeling secure. Any
discipline programs that are implemented in school should always be determined and carried out with the under-

standing of the need for the child to feel safe and securely connected to his teacher.

According to neurologist Professor Jaak Panksepp of the Chicago Institute for Neurosurgery and Neuroresearch,
when the child is in the right relationship, his brain releases opioids, oxytocin and prolactin which diminish feelings
of anxiety, fear and stress. Without this context, these substances are reduced while levels of stress chemicals such as
cortisol and glutamate go up. Teachers who put pressure on students to perform, or teachers who are themselves
under chronic stress, trigger these stress chemicals and create a state of alarm in their students which interferes with

their students’ ability to learn.

Although there is accumulating research about the importance of secure teacher-student attachment, Dr. Gordon
Neufeld, developmental and clinical psychologist and author of “Hold On To Your Kids,” points out that parents
intuitively know that their children will have a good school experience when their teachers like them and they like
their teachers. For example, when my 10 year old granddaughter called me on the phone to read her report card to
me, [ was indeed pleased that she sounded exuberant. She had begun the school year in a new school, after ending
her previous school year in bitter disappointment. This year was proving to be a better experience for her. As she fin-
ished reading the last of her teachers’ comments, I said, “It sounds like your new teachers love you and truly care
about you, and they also appreciate how much you are investing in your learning.” “That’s exactly right! They really

do!” she happily replied.

The teacher who speaks from her heart to the heart of her students is the essential key to learning. Only when this
first priority for secure and warm connection is met, can children think creatively, concentrate, and discover their

own goals for achievement.

Shoshana Hayman is Faculty Member of the Neufeld Institute www.neufeldinstitute.com and Director of Life Center,

Center for Attachment Parenting in Israel. For more information, see the website of Life Center:

www.lifecenter.org.il or write to Shoshana at shoshana@lifecenter.org.il
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Greetings from the Bonayich Family New Directions at Bonayich

All of us at Bonayich - Shoshana and myself, our children
and grandchildren, Rachel and Shula from the office, and all
the rest of us, wish you and yours a — nnwi1 2w NOS

V’Shinantam Mishnah Program,
Years One and Two, fully rewrit-

looking forward to seeing you all again before long, ten and redesigned

V’Dibarta Bam Talmud Skills

Program, Year One, fully rewritten

With Torah Sheb’al Peh blessings,

Pinchas

and redesigned

Pathways in Torah Adult
Education Program, available

now!

Over the next six months, the
new Bonayich website with many

new features and aids!

Live broadcasts, inservices and
meeting potential through video-
teleconferencing direct from Is-

rael!

All this makes Bonayich Educa-

tional Services your one-stop cen-

ter for everything needed to teach
and learn Torah Sheb’al Peh!
Please write to us for details, and

with questions of any kind:

bonayich@bonayich.com.

Front cover V’Dibarta Bam New Edition Year One
Bonayich Educational Services

POBox 731
Reminder: Elkana, Israel 44814
Schools that want their materials shipped 972-3906-3155
by sea (much cheaper than shipping by Internet phone: 646-578-8323
air), must send their orders with the 25% Ernail
deposit to Rachel Ben David by May 1st, rbendavid@bonayich.com

2011.




